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Independent Women Supports The TERMS Act
May 16, 2025
Dear Senator Cruz,

Independent Women, the leading national women's organization dedicated
to developing and advancing policies that expand people’s freedom and
opportunities, applauds the reintroduction of The Transparency in
Enforcement, Restricting, and Monitoring of Services (TERMS) Act.

Independent Women is deeply concerned about Big Tech's repeated
censorship and silencing of the voices with whom they disagree. We know
firsthand that certain Big Tech platforms believe in silencing women's voices.
In July 2023, Eventbrite decided the Independent Women's-sponsored event
“Let Women Speak Austin,” which intended to enable women community
members to come together to share their support for preserving women-only
sports and spaces, violated community guidelines for perpetuating “hateful,
dangerous, or violent content.”

Later that same year, Eventbrite also removed listings for events featuring
Independent Women Ambassadors Riley Gaines and Chloe Cole. Labeling
events highlighting basic truth and promoting safety, privacy, and equal
opportunities for women as “hateful” is not only insulting, it is blatantly sexist.

Your investigation during the last Congress exposed the way big tech
companies weaponized their terms of service to deny conservative-leaning
organizations access to essential business technology.

The Transparency in Enforcement, Restricting, and Monitoring of Services
(TERMS) Act is a vital step toward restoring accountability and clarity in the
digital age. By requiring social media and online service providers to define
their rules and notify users of actions taken against them, this legislation
empowers organizations, such as Independent Women, to operate with
greater confidence and trust in the digital economy.
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https://iwnetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/IWN_Letter-to-Eventbrite.pdf
https://x.com/Riley_Gaines_/status/1717395508107383221?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1717574063629979748%7Ctwgr%5E4d8489758dba7fc71f30036ead83bcde660095af%7Ctwcon%5Es3_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.newsweek.com%2Feventbrite-faces-boycott-riley-gaines-alleges-ban-1838395
http://iwv.org/

Thank you, Senator Cruz, for your leadership in advancing legislation that
upholds free expression, empowers users, and brings much-needed
transparency to the rules that govern our online lives. We are grateful for your
continued efforts to preserve free speech and expose how online service
providers are weaponizing their terms of service to deny certain organizations
access to essential technology and services.

Respectfully,

Corvvia Lukan

Carrie Lukas
Executive Vice President
Independent Women’s Voice

Douth Fundat

Beth Parlato
Senior Legal Advisor
Independent Women’'s Law Center
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