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What’s at Stake

The Biden-Harris administration enacted policies discouraging domestic oil and gas production
to achieve net-zero emissions by 2050, in accordance with its Executive Order on Tackling the
Climate Crisis at Home and Abroad. President Joe Biden repeatedly pledged to end oil
exploration on federal lands. This pivot away from oil and gas led to higher energy prices and
the depletion of the Strategic Petroleum Reserve. As demand for reliable energy increases, the
Trump administration is facilitating more oil and gas projects. This is good news for the
economy, our national security, and the environment.

The U.S. still relies heavily on oil and gas.
® Oil and gas are the most consumed energy sources in the U.S.—making up 74% of
total energy consumed.
® The oil and gas industry supports 9.8 million jobs in the U.S. (5.6% of total
U.S. employment).

Fossil fuel phaseouts would have downstream effects.
B Petroleum and gas byproducts are essential for our daily lives.
B Phaseouts under a net-zero climate policy would also adversely impact thousands
of products.
® U.S. limits on exploration encourage greater development of resources in places like
China, which have no regard for environmental considerations.

The Way Forward

Policy makers should craft rules that unleash the safe exploration of oil and gas here at home
to help meet the growing demand for reliable, baseload power and maintain our first-world
living standards. States and federal lawmakers have taken action:

B The Trump administration issued a Day One executive order to unleash American
energy—including onshore and offshore oil and gas.

B President Trump repealed the Biden administration’s moratorium on offshore oil and gas
exploration on 625 million acres.

® |n March 2025, Congress passed a bicameral bipartisan resolution of disapproval
overturning the Biden administration’s tax on natural gas.

B |In April 2025, Interior Secretary Burgum announced the launch of the engagement
process for the 11th National Outer Continental Shelf Program.


https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/02/01/2021-02177/tackling-the-climate-crisis-at-home-and-abroad
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/02/01/2021-02177/tackling-the-climate-crisis-at-home-and-abroad
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iLUcpYEYk48
https://www.iwf.org/2024/04/15/report-electricity-prices-soared-29-4-since-president-biden-took-office/
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/biden-admin-touts-job-well-done-replenishing-oil-reserves-despite-depleting-them-half-over-last-four-years
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/article/2024/jun/20/fossil-fuel-use-reaches-global-record-despite-clean-energy-growth
https://www.eia.gov/energyexplained/us-energy-facts/
https://www.eia.gov/energyexplained/us-energy-facts/
https://www.api.org/oil-and-natural-gas/energy-primers/hydraulic-fracturing/how-many-jobs-has-the-oil-and-natural-gas-industry-created
https://www.coga.org/factsheets/everyday-products-uses
https://www.energy.gov/sites/prod/files/2019/11/f68/Products%20Made%20From%20Oil%20and%20Natural%20Gas%20Infographic.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/unleashing-american-energy/
https://www.whitecase.com/insight-alert/president-biden-bans-future-offshore-drilling-certain-areas
https://pfluger.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=2316#:~:text=Pfluger's%20Bill%20to%20End%20the%20Natural%20Gas%20Tax%20Into%20Law,-Share%20on%20Facebook&text=WASHINGTON%2C%20D.C.%E2%80%94President%20Trump%20signed,natural%20gas%20tax%20into%20law.
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/interior-announces-eleventh-national-outer-continental-shelf-oil-and-gas-leasing

Addressing Misperceptions

MISPERCEPTIONS FACTS

Eliminating oil and
gas will decrease
global temperatures
by 1.5 degrees Celsius.

Solar and wind
energy can 100%
replace oil and gas.

Stopping new oil
and gas drilling
will protect the
environment.

There would only be a 0.2 Celsius degree reduction in
global temperatures by 2100 if the U.S. followed the Paris
Climate Accords, according to Heritage Foundation
modeling. The economic costs, however, would prove
devastating with a depreciation of $7.7 trillion to the U.S.
GDP and 1.2 million jobs lost.

Renewables are intermittent and unreliable sources that
can’t replace oil and gas. Solar is reliable 25% of the year,
while onshore wind is dependable for 25% of the year.
Solar and wind projects are also dependent on fossil fuels
as backup power.

American-sourced oil and gas is better for the
environment than importing from other countries with
worse environmental records. The Brookings Institution
reports U.S. crude oil produces fewer upstream
emissions, 89 kilograms of carbon dioxide equivalent
per barrel (kg CO2e/bbl), compared to the global
average (95 kgCO2e/ bbl). Upstream emissions from
American liquefied natural gas (LNG) are 50% lower
compared to Russian equivalents.

Additionally, when the United States stops oil and gas
drilling, the overall supply of energy goes down
worldwide. As a result, places like the EU are left to burn
coal and use other sources with a larger and sometimes
negative impact.



https://www.heritage.org/energy-economics/report/the-unsustainable-costs-president-bidens-climate-agenda
https://www.heritage.org/energy/commentary/how-the-next-conservative-administration-can-restore-american-energy-dominance
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/the-united-states-can-take-climate-change-seriously-while-leading-the-world-in-oil-and-gas-production/
https://www.csis.org/analysis/balancing-us-natural-gas-within-global-net-zero-emissions-future
https://www.energy.gov/ne/articles/what-generation-capacity#:~:text=The%20Capacity%20Factor&text=Nuclear%20has%20the%20highest%20capacity,and%20solar%20(24.6%25)%20plants.
https://www.energy.gov/ne/articles/what-generation-capacity#:~:text=The%20Capacity%20Factor&text=Nuclear%20has%20the%20highest%20capacity,and%20solar%20(24.6%25)%20plants.
https://financialpost.com/opinion/why-solar-wind-power-arent-winning

