
What’s at Stake

New Jersey is looking to outdo California in embracing radical climate policies. In February 
2023, Governor Phil Murphy (D-NJ) signed an executive order mandating that renewables 
provide most of the state’s electricity generation by 2035 and that all vehicles be electric. This 
is expected to cost $1.4 trillion in lost income, or $140,000 per New Jerseyan between now 
and 2050. 

PJM Interconnection, a grid operator servicing NJ and 12 other states, warned that prematurely 
retiring power plants and replacing them with renewables could invite risks to grid stability this 
summer. That could mean loss of power—including air conditioning—during heat waves and 
higher prices for all residents. Since the Garden State consumes more energy than it produces, 
intermittent renewables can’t meet growing electricity demand.  
 
New Jersey is dependent on reliable energy. 

P �Natural gas is the top electricity source in New Jersey. 
P �New Jersey has the 11th most expensive electricity rates in the U.S. 

Transitioning to 100% clean energy will have negative downstream effects. 
P �NJ residents were set to see their utility bills rise by 20% starting June 1st, 2025, now 

delayed until September 30th.
P �The average household will pay $20,000 more for its energy costs through 2050. 

The Way Forward

NJ policymakers should reject this extreme energy agenda, which will hurt taxpayers, burden 
businesses, and fail to meaningfully improve the environment. Rather, they should craft rules that 
promote reliable energy sources and allow consumer choice. The Garden State could benefit 
from the following state and federal actions: 

P �The New Jersey Assembly introduced a bill to study the feasibility of small modular reactors. 
P �The Trump administration paused pending controversial offshore wind projects in New 

Jersey, citing high costs, unreliable power, and harm to endangered marine life. 
P �The NJ Energy Security and Affordability Act would reform the Energy Master Plan to be 

less reliant on unreliable solar and wind energy.

In 60 
SecondsNew Jersey Green New Deal

https://www.nj.gov/governor/news/news/562023/20230215b.shtml
https://njaffordableenergy.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/AENJ-EMP-Revised-Estimate-draft-v1.pdf
https://njaffordableenergy.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/AENJ-EMP-Revised-Estimate-draft-v1.pdf
http://www.pjm.com/-/media/DotCom/about-pjm/newsroom/2025-releases/20250509-pjm-summer-outlook-2025-adequate-resources-available-for-summer-amid-growing-risk.pdf
https://www.eia.gov/state/print.php?sid=NJ
https://www.eia.gov/state/print.php?sid=NJ
https://www.electricchoice.com/electricity-prices-by-state/
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/new-jersey-electric-bills-pjm-bpu-pseg-auction/740053/#:~:text=Residential%20customers%20of%20Public%20Service,said%20in%20a%20press%20release.
https://njaffordableenergy.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/AENJ-EMP-Revised-Estimate-draft-v1.pdf
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/bill-search/2024/A5517
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/temporary-withdrawal-of-all-areas-on-the-outer-continental-shelf-from-offshore-wind-leasing-and-review-of-the-federal-governments-leasing-and-permitting-practices-for-wind-projects/
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/bill-search/2024/S2839?utm_source=New+Jersey+Senate+Republicans&utm_campaign=a6678f0e71-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2025_03_04_03_33_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-8029049575-463344119


MISPERCEPTIONS FACTS

New Jersey is already 
largely reliant on 
electricity generated by 
renewables. 

According to the Energy Information Administration 
(EIA), New Jersey relies primarily on natural gas (49%) 
and nuclear (42%) for electricity generation. Renewables, 
particularly solar energy, only account for 8%.

NJ is on track to reach 
100% renewables  
by 2035. 

NJ won’t reach its climate goals. The Board of Public 
Utilities recently canceled an offshore wind project bid, 
citing the Trump administration’s executive order. In late 
2023, Ørsted canceled two offshore wind projects. It’s also 
behind on its energy storage goal. As of May 2025,  there 
are 10 operating battery storage projects with a combined 
operating capacity of 110 megawatts (MW)—well below 
the 2021 goal of building 600 MW of energy storage. 

New Jersey will sell 
100% EVs by 2035.

Despite adopting California’s Advanced Clean Cars II 
(ACC II) rule mandating 100% electric vehicle sales by 
2035, NJ won’t phase out gas-powered cars. Only 2.97% 
of cars on the road—or 208,000—are electric. This is 
well below the 330,000 zero-emission vehicles by 2025 
goal set by the state.

Addressing Misperceptions

https://www.eia.gov/state/analysis.php?sid=NJ#:~:text=In%202023%2C%20wind%20energy%20supplied,New%20Jersey's%20renewable%20electricity%20generation.&text=New%20Jersey%20has%20more%20wind%20power%20potential%20offshore.&text=The%20state%20set%20goals%20for,to%207%2C500%20megawatts%20by%202035.
https://njbia.org/nj-cancels-latest-round-of-bidding-for-offshore-wind/
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/orsted-cancel-ocean-wind-offshore-project-development-new-jersey/698464/#:~:text=The%20company%20has%20also%20%E2%80%9Cupdated,the%20projects%2C%E2%80%9D%20Nipper%20said.
https://cleanview.co/battery-storage-projects/new-jersey
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C5CHFA_enUS884US884&cs=0&sca_esv=6f599a21d189d6d6&sxsrf=AHTn8zpixNxs2buBqq6kMYAl4wY6gGqHGw%3A1747430792701&q=California+Advanced+Clean+Cars+II+%28ACC+II%29+rule&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjNnpv99qiNAxVsF2IAHcWWOFQQxccNegQIAxAB&mstk=AUtExfBU7FIhnQjFfBLU48ei5u5414tCm-okhZfFnktyBrwaW8Z-MW8pUnMVGdf30hnNM68_1yh7mviametK0fk1usKa67yiSzmSgLlF66C31SVKMYgg4XKMPj7gsOUXz9WTBXNS87OZdf2sm5IHuwnj8rqPrnZGh1MzF5x_XURZGaKGMc4OC-wDp-RuwL0KRNWegQjuFP9pgl6rZaGUfE_YjuaAARFXcMPgP1UYU4SxDUwN35Zz8sHF5dhNTEwbMWbKd2NF51z93f0PUvnQ6zAAsMhE&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C5CHFA_enUS884US884&cs=0&sca_esv=6f599a21d189d6d6&sxsrf=AHTn8zpixNxs2buBqq6kMYAl4wY6gGqHGw%3A1747430792701&q=California+Advanced+Clean+Cars+II+%28ACC+II%29+rule&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjNnpv99qiNAxVsF2IAHcWWOFQQxccNegQIAxAB&mstk=AUtExfBU7FIhnQjFfBLU48ei5u5414tCm-okhZfFnktyBrwaW8Z-MW8pUnMVGdf30hnNM68_1yh7mviametK0fk1usKa67yiSzmSgLlF66C31SVKMYgg4XKMPj7gsOUXz9WTBXNS87OZdf2sm5IHuwnj8rqPrnZGh1MzF5x_XURZGaKGMc4OC-wDp-RuwL0KRNWegQjuFP9pgl6rZaGUfE_YjuaAARFXcMPgP1UYU4SxDUwN35Zz8sHF5dhNTEwbMWbKd2NF51z93f0PUvnQ6zAAsMhE&csui=3
https://dep.nj.gov/drivegreen/nj-ev-data/
https://www.nj.gov/governor/news/news/562024/20241210a.shtml
https://www.njeda.gov/clean-energy/#:~:text=We've%20committed%20to%20100,Partnership%20to%20Plug%2Din%E2%80%9D.

