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Independent Women's Voice Supports the Frederick
Douglass Trafficking Victims Prevention and
Protection Act of 2025

October 21, 2025
Dear Representative Smith,

As a combat veteran who has witnessed the devastating consequences of
human exploitation in conflict zones, and as a clinical psychologist who has
worked with survivors of trauma, | want to express my strong support for H.R.
1144, the Frederick Douglass Trafficking Victims Prevention and Protection
Act of 2025.

Human trafficking is a form of modern slavery that preys on the powerless,
destroys families, and fuels transnational criminal networks built on coercion
and abuse. Your leadership in confronting this evil reflects the very best of
American resolve.

This legislation builds upon the foundation laid by your landmark Trafficking
Victims Protection Act of 2000 and strengthens our nation’s ability to
prevent trafficking, protect victims, and prosecute perpetrators.

It ensures that federal agencies—including the State Department, the
Department of Justice, Homeland Security, and Health and Human
Services—work in coordinated and accountable ways. It also safeguards
programs like the Angel Watch Center, which helps stop convicted child
predators from exploiting children overseas, and expands education and
awareness efforts so teachers and students can recognize the warning signs
before tragedy occurs.

Having worked to protect women and children in areas destabilized by war, |
have seen how traffickers exploit chaos and despair. Combating human
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trafficking requires law, enforcement, and sustained moral will. The Frederick
Douglass Act meets all three.

Frederick Douglass understood that the measure of freedom is not what we
claim for ourselves but what we secure for others. This bill honors his legacy
by ensuring that the United States remains a beacon of justice and an
unflinching force against those who enslave the vulnerable.

Thank you for your unwavering commitment to this cause. | urge your
colleagues to join you in passing this vital legislation and to reaffirm America’s
leadership in the global fight for human freedom.

Respectfully,

e

Meaghan Mobbs
Director, Center for American Safety and Security (CASS)
Independent Women’s Voice
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