
 
 

Independent Women’s Voice Opposes the  
“Protect Older Americans Act” 

October 14, 2025 
 
Dear Senators, 
 
Independent Women’s Voice opposes the “Protecting Older Americans Act” 
introduced by Senator Chuck Grassley and Senator Kirsten Gillibrand.  

This proposed bill would prohibit employers from using arbitration agreements to 
resolve age discrimination claims. Supporters of the bill falsely claim that arbitration 
is an unfair process that strips victims of their rights. In reality, arbitration provides 
the same civil remedies and legal protections as formal court proceedings. 

Arbitration resolves disputes outside of court and offers several important 
advantages over litigation. It is faster, more flexible, and confidential. Unlike court 
trials, arbitration procedures are less formal, which allows workers to navigate the 
process without needing a lawyer. It is no coincidence, then, that eliminating 
arbitration agreements is a top lobbying priority for plaintiffs' lawyers. They are 
pushing to end arbitration not because it fails workers, but because it limits their 
ability to collect large contingency fees from drawn-out court battles. By forcing 
cases into the courtroom, these lawyers stand to profit from costly and prolonged 
litigation. 

This bill would do nothing to protect older Americans. On the contrary, it would deny 
many individuals access to a faster, more affordable, and fair way to resolve disputes. 

Independent Women’s Voice urges all members of Congress to oppose this 
misguided legislation. 

Respectfully, 
Beth Parlato 

 
Senior Legal Counsel 
Independent Women’s Voice 
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