
What’s at Stake

For years, Venezuela was held hostage by an illegitimate regime that weaponized hunger, 
corruption, and narcotrafficking to maintain power. Nicolás Maduro was not the duly elected 
president of Venezuela. He ruled through repression, criminal enterprise, and foreign patronage, 
collapsing one of the hemisphere’s richest nations into poverty while exporting instability  
across the region.

For the United States, the stakes were not abstract:
P �Venezuela became a narco-state, serving as a transit hub for drug flows that fuel cartel 

violence, addiction, and organized crime inside the U.S.
P �Maduro’s regime distorted global energy markets, weaponized oil revenues, and ceded 

influence to U.S. adversaries—including China, Russia, and Iran.
P �Regional instability drove mass migration, human trafficking, and insecurity throughout 

the Western Hemisphere.

The operation to remove Maduro from power was a matter of national security, regional 
stability, and moral clarity.

Why This Was in America’s National Security Interest
P �It disrupted a major narcotrafficking network, harming American communities.
P �It reduced hostile influence in the Western Hemisphere.
P �It restored American leverage over energy security and vital and strategic resources.
P �It reaffirmed that the United States will act decisively when authoritarian regimes threaten 

core interests.

Strength deters chaos. Inaction invites it.

What Happened

The United States conducted a targeted, precise, and limited operation to remove an 
illegitimate dictator who was actively undermining U.S. security interests and brutalizing his 
own people.

P �The operation was swift and decisive. 
P �It resulted in no American loss of life.
P �It avoided significant civilian harm.
P �It removed the central node of a criminal regime without occupation or prolonged conflict.
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MISPERCEPTIONS FACTS

This was a violation  
of international law.

Maduro was not the lawful head of state. His regime derived 
authority from coercion, fraud, and criminal activity, not 
democratic consent. International law does not protect 
criminal hostage-takers masquerading as sovereign leaders.

This will entangle  
the United States in  
nation-building.

The mission was not to govern Venezuela, but to remove the 
obstacle preventing Venezuelans from reclaiming their future.

Venezuelans did not  
want U.S. involvement.

Venezuelans are celebrating openly in the streets. The removal 
of the despotic regime has been met with relief, joy, and hope 
from a population long starved, silenced, and terrorized.

Addressing Misperceptions

Claims that this represents a “forever war” are false. This was a finite action with a defined 
objective, executed with discipline and restraint. It sent an unmistakable signal that the United 
States retains the capability and will to project decisive power when its interests are threatened.

The Way Forward

The path ahead is not occupation, but pressure and assistance to a stable transition:

P �Support Venezuelan-led democratic institutions.
P �Enable humanitarian relief and economic recovery.
P �Encourage responsible reintegration into global energy markets.
P �Maintain pressure against corruption and criminal resurgence.

A free, prosperous Venezuela is not only good for its people. It is good for America.


